


Economic indicators



October 1929 
headline of  the 
“Great Stock 
Market Crash”



The Great Depression



Depositers gather outside this bank in 
April 1933 hoping that it does not fail.



A “run on the bank”, as depositors try to withdraw their savingsA “run on the bank”, as depositors try to withdraw their savings



The aftermath of the Great Stockmarket Crash in 1929



Selling apples in the 
Great Depression



Bread line at St. Peter’s Mission in New York

Charitable organizations tried to feed the unemployed



The main camp of the Bonus Army in 1932.



“Bonus Marchers” clash with police in Washington DC



Bonus Army’s camp destroyed by the US Army



Unemployment lines during the Great Depression.



Breadline in New York City in the Great Depression



The despair of the Great Depression



Franklin Delano Roosevelt



Roosevelt lifted from his car during the 1932 campaign in California



Franklin D. Roosevelt radiated confidence and his “magic” 
to well wishers in Warm Springs, GA in 1933



Hoover and Roosevelt exchange comments on inauguration day, 1933.  
Hoover did not sit stony faced during the drive.



“The CCC boys”



Civilian Conservation Corps.  This picture shows “the boys” returning 
from a day of work in Yosemite National Park.



The National Recovery Administration (NRA) eagle was a familiar 
sight in store windows and advertisements from 1933 to 1935.



The red, white, and blue Works Progress Administration logo was one of 
the most familiar symbols of the New Deal.



The TVA -- Tennessee Valley Authority



Labor Union Membership





The “dust bowl” of the 1930s in Oklahoma



Dust storm in Springfield, Colorado in 1935.



Dust storm in Elkhart, Kansas in 1937.
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Aftermath of a series of dust storms, South Dakota, 1936





WWII

The United States steps onto the world stage.



Adolf Hitler



Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini in Munich, Germany, ca. June 1940







Pearl Harbor



Rare color photograph of destruction at Pearl Harbor



WARNING! Our Homes Are in Danger 
Now!
Produced by the General Motors  
Corporation, 1942



We're Fighting to Prevent This
by C. R. Miller
Think America Institute, Kelly Read & 
Co.



You Talk of Sacrifice . . . 
Produced by Winchester



When You Ride Alone You Ride With 
Hitler!
by Weimer Pursell, 1943
Printed by the Government Printing 
Office for the Office of Price 
Administration



World War II home front poster warning 
against leaking defense secrets.

reserved



. . . Because Somebody Talked!
by Wesley, 1943                                                     
Printed by the Government Printing Office 
for the Office of War Information



More Production
by Zudor
Printed by the Government
Printing Office for the War Production 
Board

ts reserved



Mass production of war materials was essential to the war effort.



“Rosie the Riveter, symbol of 
the American woman on the 
production line to help the war 
effort.



Victory Waits on Your Fingers
Produced by the Royal Typewriter 
Company for the U.S. Civil Service 
Commission



Longing Won't Get Him back Sooner . . . Get 
a War Job!
by Lawrence Wilbur, 1944
Printed by the Government Printing Office 
for the War Manpower Commission

rights reserved





“Rosie the Riveters” in the aircraft industry during World War II



Japanese Americans await detainment



Internment of Japanese 
Americans



The Manzanar Japanese-
American internment camp 
in California.  Nearly 10,000 
people spent the war in 
these wooden barracks 
surrounded by barbed wire 
and machine guns. 



The Normandy Invasion (June 1944)  D-Day



D-Day invasion beachhead.



Dresden, Germany at the conclusion of World War II (May 1945)





"Flag raising on Iwo Jima." Joe Rosenthal, AP, February 23, 1945



Scorched Watch at Hiroshima, and what was left of the downtown.



Hiroshima after the atomic blast



The mushroom cloud from the Nagasaki 
atomic bombing, August 9, 1945.



COLD WAR

A Friendly Dispute Between Super Powers??????????



What is a Cold War?



The “Big Three” at Yalta (Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin)



The Cold War, Part 1 -- Origins

• Ideological conflict
– capitalism v. communism

– democracy v. authoritarianism

• Mutual suspicion helps create global tensions

• Expansionistic tendencies

• Tactics
– “spheres of influence”

– “collective security”

• “Iron Curtain”





A two-page spread  in Time magazine in 1946 pictured the relentless spread of communism 
around the world.



The Catholic Church was one of the earliest and staunchest anti-communist forces in America.  
That is Stalin’s face on the octopus.  







The cost of the Cold War:  military and foreign aid spending.  Notice the “spike” in military 
spending during the Korean War and after.



Berlin Wall cuts through Brandenberg Gate area (1961)



West Germans watch East Germans repairing a section of the Berlin Wall.



The Cold War World and its divisions



How did people deal with this at 
home???????????????????????



Cold War Culture

Building a Culture of Fear and Conformity
1950s



The GI Bill allowed thousands of veterans to enter college classrooms.  Here a group of ex-
soldier-students buy books for the school term.



Joe McCarthy confers with an aide.



The Army-McCarthy hearings.  Notice the Army’s defense lawyer.





These demonstrators show the depth of anticommunist feeling in the postwar period



Anti-communist poster from the 
1950s.



Movie poster for the 1950 movie, I Married 
a Communist. It sensationalized the 
communist threat and, like many 
anticommunist films, was not a commercial 
success.



A 1950 “report” on the communist 
influence in radio and television.



After WW II, differences began to pull the U.S. and the Soviet Union apart.  The world was 
divided into either communist or capitalist beliefs



Civil Defense poster from the 1950s on how to survive a nuclear attack.



The Korean War raised fears of nuclear war.  Here children do 
“take cover” drills



California bomb shelter under construction.  This man will stock this model with water, oxygen, 
and shovels (1951)



Americans sought protection from nuclear fallout in such underground shelters.  They had 
supplies that could last for several weeks.



A 1946 photograph of a hospital maternity ward 
captures the first year of the postwar baby boom.



US birthrate, 1900-1989



Frozen dinners appeared in homes and stores during the 1950s, supplying consumers with 
traditional foods in a convenient way



College students engaged in fads such as cramming themselves into phone booths in the 1950s.   
21 students stuffed themselves inside. 





Levitt made the cover of Time magazine in 
1950.





Levittown family outside their new home in 1947.



Spacious home for this five person family on a lot of sixty feet by one hundred feet in Levittown, 
Long Island.  The Levitts were the nation’s largest home builder.  (1949)





Suburbanization



The suburban dream of the 1950s,  a house and automobile.



Suburban way of life, 1950s



A drive-in movie in 1951.  



Cadillacs in the 1950s with their high rear fins reveal the “affluent society” of the time.



The automobile-centered landscape of postwar America transformed many patterns of life, 
including eating.



The interstate highway system changed the physical landscape of the United States



Cartoon satirizes the suburbs of the 1950s.



Working or relaxing in one’s backyard became the main weekend activity in the suburbs in the 
1950s



Moving day, Levittown, NY “Modern” kitchen, 1950s



Wife and children of the typical white middle class family greet father as he returns home from 
work.  Such images appeared frequently in the popular magazines and idealized the home and 
the family.



1950s housewives attend a “tupperware party”.  



American lifestyle mid 1950’s, the TV



Advertisement  from Women’s Home Journal for a Motorola TV in the 1950s.  
Notice what it does for the family.



Nation of plenty – a family of four’s food consumption for one year



Domestic Containment



What happened when people began to reject 
this conformist society?



1960s

Age of revolution and the rise of public 
awareness.

But could it last?



Kennedy-Nixon Televised Debate, 1960



Kennedy at Inaugural Ball



Lyndon B. Johnson, later in his presidency



“The Johnson Treatment”



Lyndon Johnson 



Antiwar demonstration in California



Television played a key role in how Americans viewed US involvement in Vietnam



Chicago Police and antiwar protestors at Democratic Convention, 1968



Chicago police confront antiwar protestors outside the Democratic Convention in 1968



Mario Savio is instructing his demonstrators at the University of California at Berkley on how to 
have passive resistance while protesting, he led the Free Speech Movement



University of California at Berkeley students during the 1964 
Free Speech sit-in



Free Speech Movement, Berkeley, California (1964)



Rachel Carson wrote about the dangers of chemical pesticides like DDT.



Spraying DDT on fields was seen initially as allowing farmers to grow more crops, but it  had a 
detrimental effect on plants, animals and humans.



Vehicular traffic contributing to 
environmental concerns over air quality 
and congestion.



Air pollution became an 
important issue in the late 
1960s and early 1970s.



Air pollution



Industrial pollution in Calumet River, near Chicago



Industrial pollution, Green Bay, Wisconsin 



Pollution along the Great Lakes



Indiana Harbor East Chicago, Indiana 



One of the demonstrations marking the first Earth Day in April 1970.



Counterculture



Counterculture attire in the late 1960s



Hippies from the New Buffalo Commune in 1968



The dove and guitar on this brochure in 1969 graphically present Woodstock’s purpose:  
peaceful, joyful coexistence



Woodstock Music Festival (1969)



Woodstock Music Festival (1969)



Crowd at Woodstock

http://www.stern.de/unterhaltung/musik/?eid=522300&id=528328&nv=fs&cp=2


Awareness of racial discrimination led 
women to speak out against gender 
discrimination, as this ad, sponsored 
by NOW, depicts.



Women’s rights protestors in 1970



Some radical feminists protested against the 1968 Miss America pageant.



Women’s movement led to a number 
of publications that attempted to give 
women greater control over aspects of 
their own lives. Ms. magazine and the 
book Our Body, Ourselves were very 
important sources in that effort.



Equal Rights Amendment march



How did the wide ranging reform of the 
1960s lead to the intense conservatism of 
the 1980s?



Vietnam (1945-1975)

What were they thinking?





Ho Chi Minh



Aerial bombardment in the Vietnam conflict



“In Country,” a soldier in Vietnam



Two soldiers crouch in a rice paddy while fellow soldiers move across 
the paddy (1965)



Helicopters gave American 
infantry mobility to move from 
one battle to another.  These 
soldiers await a pickup in the rice 
paddies.



The helicopter was used to deploy American troops quickly in the 
Vietnam War.



Napalm bombs (jellied gasoline) explode near a hamlet in South Vietnam in 1965.



American Troops 
in Vietnam

• Early 1965: 25,000

• Late 1965: 184,000

• 1966: 385,000

• 1967: 485,000

• 1968: 543,000

• $2 Billion/Month by 
1967



“We are winning the war”

Lyndon Johnson and Ho Chi Minh announcing success in Vietnam



Anti-war “sitin” at Columbia University



Antiwar demonstration in California



This flower child approached a wall of armed soldiers guarding the Pentagon from an assault by 
Vietnam war protestors (1967)



Antiwar protest outside the Pentagon (1967)



A massive antiwar demonstration on the Mall in Washington in 1969.



Johnson  reflects the burden of the 
presidency (1968)



Television played a key role in how Americans viewed US involvement in Vietnam



Photographer Adams thought it was just a threat when he captured this picture of Vietcong 
Capt. Bay Lop at the instant of death.  It was at this moment that the American public turned 

against the war (1968)



Wounded GI in battle of Hue 
during the Tet Offensive (1968)



Impact of a bombing attack in South Vietnam.



My Lai massacre (1968)



Nixon explains the secret invasion of 
Cambodia (1970)





Student protestors and Ohio National Guard clash at Kent State



Antiwar protest at Kent State resulted in four dead



Nixon’s diplomatic coup:  opening relations with China



Nixon at the Great Wall of China; opening diplomatic relations (1972)



The fall of Vietnam:  airlifting refugees from the top of the US embassy in Saigon (1975)



“The Ancient Mariner”      Nixon troubled by Watergate albatross.



“Tapeworm”    Republican elephant suffers from Watergate tape disease.



Washington Post front page coverage of Nixon’s resignation in 1974.



How will people reconceptualize America 
in the 1980s?



Regan’s 80s

The rise of conservatism and nationalism.



Gas lines



“Uncle Sam’s Bed of Nails”



OPEC consuming the “American lifestyle”



Cartoon entitled “The Summer of ‘73” but most Americans did not find humor in the economic 
crisis spawned by the Arab oil embargo



Iranian revolutionaries display their dislike for 
the US.



Iranian protestors in the streets of Teheran



The Ayatollah Khomeini, 
religious and political leader of 

the Iran following the 
revolution.



Ronald Reagan as Governor of California in 1968



Jerry Falwell helped change the way political candidates portrayed themselves and their 
opponents in the media



The Reverend Jerry Falwell, head of the Moral Majority.



An anti-Reagan policies cartoon that shows Reagan clearly “dancing” with defense, while other 
federal government programs are neglected.



This 1984 cartoon illustrates the mushrooming budget deficit arising from the 
Reagan administration’s combination of deep tax cuts and huge defense spending.



The United States after the 
Cold War

Current Events





Antiaircraft fire lights up the sky over Baghdad during the Gulf War.  It was followed by a ground 
offensive.



Gulf War (1991) in Kuwait, burning oil wells in the background



With World Trade 
Center Tower I 
burning, a second 
hijacked plane 
roars toward a 
fiery crash into 
Tower II.  11 
September 2001.





Globalization

Making policy in a land without borders.



Nighttime photograph taken from a satellite reveals the use of electricity in 
North America.  The demand for electrical power even with most citizens in bed 

was enormous.









A global presence – Coca-Cola claims to sell its soft drink in 
200 countries!



Market in Uganda

Sidney, Australia
Coke sign in German

Mexico



Northern most McDonald’s in the world – Finland.

ChinaTrain station in Japan

Moscow, Russia

http://www.worldwidewanderings.com/Dcp00392.jpg


Sofia, Bulgaria

Saudi Arabia

China



Innsbruck, Austria



American popular culture is a powerful influence around the globe, as Mickey Mouse’s ears 
famously symbolized the Disney Company.




